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ICTHOO AND SYSTEM FOR PRCCES8INQ 
AND TRANSMITTINQ ELECTRONIC AUCTION INFORMATION 



nAfHfnnoUitD OF THg INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The preeent invention reletes generelly to electronic commerce end 
more pertlculerly to conductino en Interective euction over en electronic 
network. 

2. Description of the Relsted Art 

Auctims usuBlly teke the form of s physicsl gathering of bidders 
essembled together within en suction house. Auctions presenting more 
velueble* collectible merchsndtse, such as art, coins and emiques, ere 
often preceded by preperadon of e catelog of merchendlsor drculated to 
Interested parties In edvence of the gathering et the euction house, 
where bidding by those physicelly present wDI teke piece. For euctlons 
of more mundane items, such as household possessions, estate seles 
end the like, the interested bidderc simply appeer at the eppohned time 
end place and bid on merchandise in which they are interested. 

Traditlonsi euctlons requiring e bidder's physicsl presence 
disadvantageously require that the merchandlae lots up for sale be 
available at the euction venue for inspection by the bidders and 
subsequem pickup by the successful bidders. For meny types of 
merchandise it would be far eaaler for both buyer and salier to leave the 
inventory et Its originel source end ship purchesed Items to the 
successful bidders at the end of the euction. Moreover, physicsl 
suctions have the stin further dlsadvemege that only one Item may be 
auctioned et e time. The euctioneer aollclts bids from the floor for e 
given lot, but once the highest bid hss been accepted, the lot Is closed 
and the next lot brought forward. This sequential proceasing combined 
virith the finite emount of time evailable to e gathered group is Inherently 
limiting because multiple lots cennot be euctioned simultaneously to the 
ssme group of people during their limited period of evallabillty. 
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Some ehanoM In bidding raquiremant* have m«d« traditional 
auetiora temawrhat mora convenient for bidders. Many auction firms 
allow bidders to submit ttteir bids In sdvanee of the euetion. Advance 
bidding may ba done by mail as a convenience to the bidders so that 
they do not have to be physically present at the auction. Also, the 
advent of the telephone and facsimile machine allowed bidders to submit 
bids In near real-time during the course of en auction. These 
technologiee free the bidder from being physically praeent at the euetion, 
thereby caving time and travel expense. To Incorporate these 
technologies into the tradWonai auction format, representatives of the 
auction firm receive telephona or facsimile bids from their clients and 
alert the auctioneer of these new bids. Similarly, the representatives 
may retay information about the current bid items, such es the current 
high bid, back to the telephone bidders. 



Bidding by msll or facsimile suffere e significant disadventage es 
compered to bidding in person or by telephone because the meHing or 
fajdng bidder hes no opportunity to increase e bid in quictc response to 
competitive bids recehred from the floor or by telephone. Moreover, 
aithough telephone bidding allows the bidder to avoid travel expense and 
inconvenience, traditional auctions may be scheduled at Inconvenient 
times for meny remote bidders. Also, because of the large number of 
itema or lots sold in a typical auction, which can number in the 
thoussnds. It is impractical for a telephone bidder to stay on the line for 
B two to eight hour period In order to be present when the few lots in 
which the bidder has an interest come up for saie. The lots In which the 
telephone bidder is interested may be scattered throughout the lengthy 
traditional auction. Time zone differences further diminish the appeal of 
telephone bidtfng for an mtemational potential customer base. 

AH of these iimitatians and disadventagas of physical auctions, 
even when telephone bidding or bidding by fecslmiie Is permitted, serve 
to discourage a large number of bidden and ultimately leads to lower 
selling prices to the economic detriment of the euetioneer end solier. 

Beetronle auctions held over the Internet using electronic maH (E- 
maU) have provided e minor Innovation as compared to mora traditional 
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physical options. In E-msU mjctlons, an auction catalog Is elactronlcally 
mailed to people Interested In bidding. Subsequently, bidders submit 
their bids on Individual lou to an auctioneer via E-mall. The auctioneer 
reads the electronic mail bids and enters them In a database of bids. 
B When the auction doses, the euctioneer notifies the winning bidders, 
usually via electronic matt, and ships the merchsndlse to the winning 
bidders. 

There ere severel disedvantages to E-mall auctions. Rrst, a human 
10 auctioneer la required to prepara the auction catalog and to read and 
process the electronic mall bids. This takes a oonsiderable amount of 
effort in a large auction. Secondly. It Is difficult to kaep the bidders 
updated as to the current high bids on the various Items. Electronic msil 
on most large public networks, such as the Internet. Is lower priority 
1 5 traffic than most, meaning It can take several hours for bids to reach the 
auctioneer and for bidding updates to reach the bidders. Thirdly, as the 
auction closing draws near, the vohime of bids may prohibit the 
auctioneer from sending out high bid Information to the bidders because 
of the time Involved In reading the electronic mail bids and In entering 
20 them Irno the bid database. 

A recent innovation applied to E-mail auctions Is the use of the 
Intemet's World Wide Web (WWW) facility to post descriptions of the 
merchandise and show the current high bids. This innovation provides 

25 the advantage of eliminating the need to electronically mall bidding 

updates to bidders. And since WWW traffic Is much higher priority on 
the Internet, bidders suffer less of a time leg in seeing updated Web 
pages. However, a human auctioneer Is still involved end Is required to 
manually process the electronic mail bids, enter them Into the bid 

30 databaae, and to update the Wortd Wide Web pages with current Mgh 
bid information. 

Sales firms other then auction houses have also used the 
Intamef a World Wide Web facility to post descriptions of their 
35 merchandise and to offer the merchandise for sale at e set price. These 
systems are automated and are capable of accepting an order from a 
customer by having that customer fill out an online order form. This 
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»towev,,. «,ch .ytt.TO merchandiM only « . fix,d 1^ L - 
•HOW m«ch«^e to b. .ictlonad off. or to hi th^o^ 

other market condition, wch a. «pp,y dam«»d 

Securtty brokerage firmi for yaart have uaed aiiton^-n 
tr.n««.on.y.t.m. for matching buy and M^Xa ^n^' p 

Trw»aml88lon Syatem) and the NASDAQ'. 80ES lS«..«ft,^» 
Syat.., ayaten^ offer complat. -ec,,^,^^^^ ^^^^^^r^ 
eeller.. Hov««,.r. thaw .ystam. do n« op.r«. 
merely pair buy order, with Mil orde^^^ 
eide. of the trade »e met. 

6,408.476 emitied Oma ProcewlnB Network Havino A Pluralltv Of 
Independant Sutacrflier.. 6.23B fiBQ .mi*!^ a ""™«V Of 

Hw«, a,«aB,oBo entitled Apparatus And MathnH 

Computer And A Remote Display Terminal, and 6.310,997 emitM 
Automated Order And Deltvarv SliMm entitled 
•rt Ti«.- J^ "^*^'"'"»»^'w»tatlve of the prior 

•rt. The- pnent. de-rlbe wem. of temilnab connected over wil 
area network, to centralized computar. Haw^ JZ^ . 

. , wmpuwra. nowever, they do not dtaeioM 

the detail, of electronic commerce or auction, in particular. 

In the aecond group, patent, relating to eiectronie comm.»^ .. . 
^ NO.. 6.286.383 .mltl«l M«hod flJ^^^Z^ 
U-ng aectromc THk.. and 6.297.031 .nt.l«,T2i2d^dZ^ 
^ Itonagement By M.ric« Broker.. de^Hini variou. 

conducting tranwction. over •iactmnlceommunlcatton.nwwork. Th«, 
-«> de«:rlbe v«lou. mean, for di.p,ayinB merchandiae foTlTjJa 



15 



CA •1233543 19fl-ll-t3 



vcmnvTAMsss 



plurality of cuttenMrt eoniweted to a eantral computar of a cemptitar 
nwwork and various means for conducting simple sale transactions 
whara a buyar purchases an item at the stated price. Aa a group, these 
patents do not disclose the meens for conducting electronic auetiens or 
B any.saies format other than a simple or 'straight' eaie. 

One particular U.S. patent. No. 4.789.928. discloses e meens for 
soliciting bids over en electronic networic from bidders that are remote to 
the site of a live auaion. This system records bids from remote bidders 
10 end simulteneously tranamits the current high bid from the floor of the 
physleel auction to the temtlnals of the remote bidders. However, this 
p«Bftt does not disdosa or suggest the concept of an aleetronieally 
conducted auction including a means for automatically dosing the 
auction under certain conditions and without benefit of a live human 
auctioneer. Furthermore, this patent falls to disdosa or suggest a means 
for auctioning a plurality of items simuitaneously; rather, the disclosed 
system is stricUy tied to the aequential proceedings of a physical 
auction. Finally, this system eontempiatea only a simple 'highest bidder- 
auction where a single lot goes to an bidhrlduai high bidder. TWs system 
20 cannot handle a lot available for auction which includes a plurality of 
items and where a plurality of winning bidders sufficient to match the 
plurelity of euctioned Items exists. 



In the third group of patents related to electronic commerce, 
patenta relating to securities treding, U.S. Patents Nos. 4.412,287 
entitled Automated Stock Exchange, and 5.077.665 entltled Distributed 
Matching System, disdose means for prospecthw buyers to post offers 
to buy s given security at a specific price and for prospeeth« sellers to 
post offers to sell e given security st a specific price. Ttieae eutomated 
systems mdntain Hsts of buy and adi orders. If an offer to buy a 
security Is placed at a price greater than or equd to en exiating offar to 
sail that security at a gh^en price, these systems will sutematiediy 
consummate the trade by matching the buyer with the sdiar. While the 
securities industry uses, and these patents disclose, such terms as 
'auction' and 'bid", they are ectudly referring to the process of 
matching a set of buyers' bids with a set of sallera' prices. There ia no 
Miction in the true sense of a plurality of bidders dmultaneoualy bidding 
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In a manner accessible to all bidders and sellers in order to achieve e high 
selling price. In fact, these patented systenns do not Include disclosure 
of the list of open buy or sell orders, thus depriving the seller of the 
eblllty to openly solicit the highest price for securities. Instead, the 
5 merlcet price of aecurlties sold through these automated systems 

fluctuates up and down based upon the last successful match between 
an open buy order and an open sell order when both the buyer and seller 
have placed orders at compatible prices. There to no eblllty In such 
systems to conduct truly competlth^e and open bidding. 

10 

The present invention overcomes the above-listed drawbacks of 
the background art by providing a method and system for conducting 
auctions and mark down sales of merchandise over a computer network 
without the aid of a human auctioneer. The system to open to bidders 

15 enywhere In the world, leading to Increesed bid acthrlty. Complete and 
thorough descriptions of all offered merchandtoe may be placed on-One, 
since the costs associated with printing auction cataloga ere minimized In 
en electronic medium. An auction within the inventive aystem may be 
conducted over e period of time, mitigating the problems of Inconvenient 

20 scheduling and time zone differences. A variety of auction formats can 
be employed wHhln the inventive system depending on the type of 
merchandise being sold. And finally, the method and system of the 
present invention can be conducted automatically without the need for a 
human auctioneer, thereby allowing for a large number of items to be 

25 oonttoiuously auctioned. 

To eddress the shortcomings of the background art, the present 
invention provides. In a computer network enabling communication 

30 between e host computer end a plurality of remote biddera, a system 
end method for transmitting and processing auction information 
Implemented as a computer program within the host and network, 
comprising posting nrwans for posting information across the network, 
the inf ormetlon being descriptive of e lot aveitable for purchase, bidding 

35 means available to the bidders for submitting a phjrallty of bids across 

the network in response to the Information, reoehring meana for receiving 
e plurality of bids sent ecfoss the network by the pkirellty of bidders, 

6 
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and categorizlno meani for automatically cataoorizino tha bida as 
•uccaatful or unsuccataful. 



To furthar addrasa thasa challangaB, tha preaant Invantlon 
provldas. In a computar network anabllng communication batwoan a 
hoat computar and a plurality of ramota biddera, a system and method 
for tranamht* and procasalng auction Information Implemented as a 
computer program within the host and network, comprlaing posting 
means for posting information across the network, the Information being 
descriptive of e lot available for purchaaa, bidding means available to the 
bidders for submitting e plurality of bids acroas the network In response 
to the Information, receiving means for raceh^ing a pkjraBty of Uds sent 
ecrosa the networic by the plurality of bidders, and categorizing means 
for automatically categorizing the bids as successful or unsuccessful. 

The present Invention further provides. In a computer networic 
enabling communication between a hoat computer and a pkirelity of 
remote customers, an auction Information transmission and processing 
system implemented as a computer program within the host and 
network, comprising, a merchandiae database connected In 
communication with the host for storing merchandise Information, the 
merchandise information being descriptive of a lot available for purchase 
by a customer, a bid database In communication with the host for 
storing bid Information, the bid Information being deacriptive of a bid 
received from one of the remote customers, an auction manager 
implemented m the server end In communication with the datobases, an 
electronic mall messenger In communication with tha ouction manager 
and the bid databaae, a bid validator. Including means for receiving bids 
from the customere, connected to the euctlon menagar and in 
communication with the bid database, wherein the auction manager 
induces a customer to bid across the networic on a lot of merchandise by 
posting a descriptive merchandise catalog page containing data from the 
merchendlse database, the customer views across the network the 
catalog page and aends a bid to the bM validator across the networic, the 
bkl validator determines whether the bid Is valid, the bid database stores 
the bid, the auction manager daterminea whether the bid la auccassfuL 
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and the electronic mall meseenger notifies the customer whether the 
cuetomer'e bid was determined to be eucceasful by the bid manager. 

To atill further eddreaa the ahortcominoa of the background art, 
5 the preaent Invention provldaa, in a computer network enitf>ling 

communication between e hoat computer and a plurality of remote 
biddera, a method of transmitting and prooesalng auction information 
implemented aa a computer progrem within the host and network, 
comprising posting Information across the network, the informetton 
10 being descrtptWe of a lot avaliebie for purchase, submitting e pkjrallty of 
bids across the network In reaponse to the information, receiving the 
plurality of bida aent acroas the network by the plurality of bidders, and 
automatically categoriting the bida aa eucceasful or unsuccessful. 

15 A primary advantage of this system is that It results In greater 

prices for merchents as well as broader distribution of their products. By 
Incorporating an auction format which Is available to a wide audience via 
electronic meens, the Invemive system end method results In more 
bidders, greater demand, and hence higher prtcea for the aeiier. And 

20 because this electronic system reachea a geogrephlcaliy diverse 

audience, merchants' product lines become visible in areas where their 
producta are not normally distributed or advertised, resulting In Increased 
saiea volurro without increesed msrkoting expense. As the network 
grows, business grows. Furthermore, the electronic auction system is 

25 automatic and does not require e human njctioneer, thereby allowing 
many individual Items to be euctloned during the same time period end 
providing e decrease an coets associated with running an auction. 
Indeed, It would not be possible to operate en equhralent twenty-four 
hour per day, seven day per week auction with potentielly hundreds or 

30 even thousands of Indhfldual Items and millions of potential bidders 
without such an inventh^e electronic auction method end system. 

BWff DgSCMPTIOii OP THg PPAMSinft 

The eforementioned advantagea of the Invention, es well as 
35 additional advantages thereof, win be more fully undenKood aa a result 
of a detailed description of o preferred embodiment when taken In 
conjunction with the accompenying drawings in which: 
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PIG. 1 llluitrmes a preferred computer environment for 
implementing the eystem and method of the present invention. 

.ate virflaileT!!." "^JT' 

sale via aleetronic auction on the Internet's World Wide Web; 

PIG. 3 depicts a bid form for bidding on an auction item; 

PIG. 4 is e block diagram of components Illustrating e preferred 
embodiment of the present invention: P«»rred 

oper«lon°" ^ ^ " ^ °^ 

RG. 6 is e flowchert illustrating the auction manager and Its 
method of operation; 

operatiX ^ " ' "'•^ 

^'* " •'•«~"'«' "H-enger and 

its method of operation; 

PIG. 9 Is a flowchart illustrating the standard auction format and 
its method of operation; 

FIG. 10 is a flowchart illustrating the Dutch auction format and hs 
method of operation; 

PH3. 1 1 1s a flowchart illustrating the progressive auction format 
and Ita nwthod of operation; 

FIG. 12 Is a flowchart Illustrating the buy or bid sale format end its 
method of operation; 

FIG. 13 Is a flowchart illustrating bM quantity determination and 
Its method of operation; and 
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RG. 14 Is a flowchart Illustrating tha markdown price adjustmant 
feature of the present Invention and Its method of operation. 

PFTAILgP DgSCmPTIQW OF A PRgFgRWgP gMHOPiMgSIT 

An Inventive method and system Is disclosed for conducting a 
multi-bidder, Interactive auction without using a human auctioneer to 
conduct the auction. Preferably Implemented in software, the electronic 
auction aystem allows a group of biddera to Interacthfely place bids over 
a computer or communications network, automatically records the bids, 
updates the bidders with the current auction status Information, closes 
the auction from further bidding when appropriate, and notifies the 
winning bidder or bidders and loser or losers as to the auction outcome. 

The Inventive aystem includes a database for maintaining 
descriptions of the merchandise for euctlon, the bids, and other relevant 
information in a commercially available database system. Database 
searches are preferably performed periodically to check for new Items to 
be made visible to potential biddera. Such periodic searching allows an 
individual charged with maintaining thia aystem to load relevant 
information Into the database at his or her leisure. Once the database is 
loaded with information about the item and the item is scheduled for 
presentation to potential bidders, the system tskes the merchsndlse 
information and creates a human readable cetalog page for a viewing 
over a public network such as the Internet's World Wide Web. Bidders 
are then able to view the new item for auction and to place their bids. 
These catalog pages preferably contain the current high bid, bid 
increment, quantity available, merchandise description, and picture of the 
Item. 

Upon accessing a public network and seeing an Item's catalog 
page, the bidder may press a button on the catalog page or take aome 
similar action which causes a bid form to be displeyed on the saeen. 
The bidder then enters the information necessary to place a bid, such as 
their name and address, bid amount, payment Information, etc., and then 
presses a bid submission button, or takes a similar action which sends 
the bid to the system. 
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customers are presented with a series of descriptive merchandise catalog 
paoes through which they may navigate to find Items (lots) of Interest. 
Upon finding a lot of interest, customers may click a button on screen to 
display a form for placing a bid on the lot. After submitting this bid, the 
5 electronic auction system records the bid end updates the lot's 

merchandise catalog page to show the current high bid or bids and to 
whom such bids are attributable. When the auction is closed, after a 
period of no bidding activity, at a predetermined time, or when e desired 
sales volume is reached, the electronic auction system notifies the 
10 winning and losing bidders by electronic mall and posts a list of the 
winning hidders on the closed lot's merchandise catalog page. 

The present Invention is preferebly Implemented as a computer 
program 248 running on a central server host computer 250, shown in 

15 FIG. 1, attached to a wide area network 275 ecoessible by many 

potential customers through remote terminels 210. A preferred network 
for Implementing the present invemion is the Internet which is accessible 
by e significant percentege of the world population, although the 
network mey elso be a local area or limited area accessible network. 

20 Potential customers are presented at screen 280 with merchandise 
catalog pages, such as the one shown in RG. 2, generated by 
merchandise catalog page generator 25 shown In FIG. 4. Each 
merchandise catalog page includes several action buttons 5 that allow 
the customer to move from catalog page to catalog page and to place 

25 bids using keyboard 240 and pointing device 260. The user may call up 
an index of evaliable merchandise by pressing button 7 or may return to 
a central home page by pressing button 9. 

By pressing bid button 1 in FIG. 2, the customer Is presented with 
30 e bid form such as the one shown in FIG. 3. The customer fills out the 
required information In the bid form end presses 'Place Bid' button 2 to 
send the bid to the electronic auction system for processing. Other 
equtvaiem means for submitting a bid could be used, as understood by 
those skilled In the art to which the presem invention pertains. 



35 



RG. 4 illustrates a high level block diagram of the electronic 
auction aystem of the presem Invemion. As shown, information from 
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bid form 20 is rrceivtd by th« olectronlc auction system where It Is 
processed by bid vslidator 21. Bid velldator 21 examines the bid 
Information entered by the custonner on bid form 20 to ensure that the 
bid is properly formatted, ail necessary data Is presem, end the data 
5 values entered toolc credible. Exemplary functions of bid validator 21 
include verlfyinQ credit card information entered by the customer, 
checfcino that a complete name and shipping address has been entered, 
that the proper state abbreviation and zip code have been entered, that 
an appropriate bid emount hes t>een entered, and that a telephone or 
10 fecsimile number has been entered. Once the bid information has been 
vaNdated, the bid validator 21 places the bid in bid database 31. 

Auction manager 26 preferably frequently quwiee the bid database 
31 to see if any new bids have been pieced. If new bids are found 
15 during the query, then auction manager 26 calculates the current high 

bidder or bidders and instrucu merchaR«iise catalog page generator 25 to 
regenerate a catalog page with th- dated bid Infomiation. 

Auction manager 26 is also responsible for opening end dosing 
20 auctions. This entails making merchandise lots avallabto for bidding by 
customers and disabling their aasodated buy or bid features on the 
merchandise pages that have been posted to potential bidders but have 
closed. Whan auction manager 26 determines thet e new lot should be 
opened for bidding or en available lot should be closed, it Instructs 
25 merchandise catalog pege generator 25 to create or update the 
merchandise catalog pages for the appropriate lots. 

Bectronsc mall messenger 27 frequently queries bid database 31 
for bids recemly marked by euctlon manager 26 as having bean outbid or 

30 as having won an item in a recently closed auction. If auch bids »e 
found, the electronic mall messenger 27 f ormatt an appropriate 
electronic mail notification message 24 and sends this rrassage to the 
cuetomer. Many custonwre read their electronic mall throughout the 
day, making thte a conveniem mechanism for keeping them infmned 

35 about the status of merchandise on which they ve actively bidding. 

Blddere may reply to an electronic maO notificstion message 24 informing 
them that they have been outbid by inckidtng an increased bid amount in 
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the rapty message. An electronic nnalt bid 22 sent in reply to the 
notification is received by the electronic auction system end processed 
by bid validator 21 as described ebove. 

5 RO. 5 illustrates in detaH the procedura of bid validation as 

accompllahad by bid validator 21 shown in FIG. 4. A bid Is received by 
bid validator 21 and the customer Is lootced up at step 41 in customer 
database 28. if no customer rscord exists for the customer then a new 
customer record is created 42 end plaoed In customer database 28. 

10 From there, the bid Information is vslideted 43 as previously described. 
If the M data includes one or more enm, then an error massage Is 
returned 44 to the bidder, preferably in the form of a weD-formatted 
page posted aaoss the network. Itemizing the errors found In the bid. If 
the bid Is valid, as found in step 43, then the bid Is plaoed 46 in bid 

IS database 31. 

FIG. 6 provides a detelled Blustration of the procedures carried out 
by auction manager 26. Auction manager 26 Is preferably a 
continuously running system, that begins by getting the currem time as 

20 at step 61. It then checks to see If any new Items for sale are to be 
opened by exemining the merchandise database to see if any new 
merchandise items ere scheduled to be made available for bidding by 
customers at or before the currem time. Operator 300, or some 
automated substitute, may upload merchandise end scheduling 

25 formation to the database, es shown In FIG. 1 . If new merchandise 
Items are scheduled for posting, these Items ere opened for bUdlng 52. 
The auction menager then examines the mershendlse database to see If 
my merchandise Items are scheduled to be closed from customer 
bidding. If so, these items are dosed from bidding 63. Auction manager 

30 26 then exemlnes the merchendise datat»ase to see if eny merchandise 
Items posted with e price merkdown feature are scheduled to have their 
prices adjusted. If so, the prices of these Items ere adiusted 64 In 
accordance with the particular Item's price adjustment parameters. Such 
parameters may include Mdding ecthrlty over time, emoum of bids 

36 received, and nwTiber of Items bid for. Auction manager 26 then 

updetes 56 the bid list for open Items by recelcuiatlng the cunem high 
bidder list end regenerating the merchandise catalog pages 66 to reflect 
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ttasa new bids. This ttep it mora fully described below with raference 
to RG. 7. 

FIG. 7 Illustrates the procedures carried out by the bid martager in 
updating the bid list for open Itma 55 as shown in FIQ. 6. The bid 
manager beoins by checking 61 If there are more nnerchandlse Items to 
be processed. If such items are found, the bid manager selects 62 a 
merchandise item to process and queries 64 the bid database for bids for 
this Item. These bids are sorted 65 using e vertety of different priority 
rwiking schemes depending upon the auction method end system used 
for the particular merchandise Item, as described In more detail below. 
Then, the bids are marked 66 as either successful or unsuccessful 
depending upon the bid price of the respective bids and the quantity of 
the item beir>g bid on relative to the quantity of the item tMing 
auctioned, in a preferred embodiment, a quantity of an Item may be put 
up for auction, and individual bidden may bid on any quantity of the 
Item desired, up to the quantity of the Item iMing auctioned. 

The bid manager then checks 67 to see if there are any active 
proxy bids marked as unsuccessful. A proxy bid is a special bid type 
that allows auction manager 26 to automatically bid on the bidder's 
behalf up to a limited amount established by the bidder when his or her 
initial bid Is placed. The euction manager will Increase the bid es 
necessary up to the limit amoum. This feature allows the customer to 
get the lowest possible price without exceeding e limit preferably 
established when the bid Is entered. If there are active proxy bids 
merited as unsuccessful, then the bid manager Increments 69 the proxy 
bids by e preset bid increment. This procedure of sorting 65 marking 66 
bids and incrementing 69 the proxy bids es required continues until 
either there are no additional proxy bids marked es unsuccessful or the 
proxy Hmlts have been reached on the proxy bids. At this point, bid 
database 31 is updated 69 with the marked bids. This process is then 
repeated for eech merchandise lot open at the current time for bidding 
by cuatomere. 

FIG. 8 illustrates the procedures carried out by electronic mell 
messenger 27 which notifies bidden when they have been outbid. 
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racordad 117. 1>hi MtnWln price is the price ebove which e new bidder 
must bid in order to be successful in the Dutch Auction format were the 
suction to close et that moment. The MInWin price is# in general, the bid 
price of the lowest bid that Is marked as successful. After recording the 
5 MInWIn price at step 117, where there are still bids remaining to be 
marked* as determined at step 97, the next highest bkf la selected 98 
and the steps of FIQ. 10 ere repeated. 

The electronic auction system of the present invention also 

10 Inckides a 'Prograsslve Auction* format, wherein the electronic auction 
system awards the merchandise to the top bidders based on price bid. 
Aa with the Dutch Auction format, the highest price bids are aivarded 
the rrwrchandise up to the quantity available of the Item being auctioned. 
However, unlike the Dutch Auction format, the system awards the 

1 6 merchandise to the successful bidders at different prices depending on 
the quantity bid. In e preferred embodiment, a successful bidder for e 
single unit of an Item is awarded the item at the price of the lowest 
successful bid for a single unit of the Item. A successful bidder for a 
higher quantity of the sune item is awarded the Item at the price of the 

20 lowest successful bid at that quantity or any lower quantity. For 

example, a successful bidder for a quwitity of fhre would pay the lowest 
price for any successful bki for quantity one through five of the Item. 
The price paid for a ghmt\ quantity is termed the 'MinWIn* price for that 
quantity. The Progressive Auction format ensurea that successful 

25 bidders for a quantity of an Item pay the lowest price paid by any other 
successful bidder at that quantity level or below. Use of this fonnat 
leads to lower prices for those who successfully bid on larger qusrttlties 
of an Item, provides an Impetus for volume tHjying, and therefore leeds 
to greater aales volume. 

30 

FIQ. 1 1 illustrates the Progresshre Auction format, wherein k>ld 
manager 55 shown in HG. 6 determines which bids to merk as 
sucoaaaful or unsuccessful 66 as shown In FIG. 7. Bid manager 55 
begins by sorting 131 the bids by amount of the bid. If there are bids 
35 remaining to be processed, es determined at step 97, the hl(^iest bid Is 
selected 98 to be checked. If the bid Is determined to be bekiw the 
minimum bid eltowed for the particular merchandise Item at step 93. the 
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bid Is markad as unsuccassful 89, If not, the bid Is checked m step 94 
to see If the bid quantity can be satisfied, if not, then the bid Is marked 
99 as unsuccessful. If the bid quantity Is checked and found to be 
satisfied at step 94, then the bid Is marked es successful 95 and the 
item quantity remeinino is decremented 96 by the bid quantity. The 
MinWin price la then recorded 137. The MinWin price la the price above 
which a new bidder must bid In order to be successful In the Progressive 
Auction format were the auction to dose at that moment. The MinWIn 
price Is, in general, the bid price of the lowest bid at the current bid 
quantity or lower that Is marked as successful. After recording the 
MlnWIn price 137, If there are still bids remaining to be marked, the next 
highest bid Is selected 98 and the steps of RG. 11 ere repeated. 

The electronic auction system also includes a 'Buy Or Bid' format 
wherein the electronic auction system awards merchandise to bidders 
who place bids at or above a posted selling price. The item remains for 
sale until the available quantity is purchased. Bids that are below the 
posted selling price are maintained In reaerve by the system, if a certain 
sales volume Is not achieved Jn a specified period of time, the electronic 
auction system eutomattoaliy reduces the price by e preitetermlned 
amount or a predetermined percentage of the price and updates the 
merchandise catalog page accordingiy. The lower price may be at or 
below some of the bids already In the bid datebase. if such bids we 
present, they are then converted to orders and the quantity available is 
reduced accordingiy. SimUarly, if a certain sales volume is exceeded in a 
specified period of time, the electronic auction system automatically 
Increases the price by e set emount or by e set percentage of the price 
and updates the merchamfise page accordingly. These automatic price 
changes allow the seller to respond quickly to market conditions whtte 
keeping the price of the merchandise as high as possible to the sellers 
benefit. 

FIG. 12 illustrates the Buy Or Bid format whereby bid menager 55, 
as shown in FIG. 6, determines which bids to merk m successful or 
unsuccessful 66, as shown In FIQ. 7. Bid manager 55 begins by sorting 
151 the bids by emount. If there sre bids remaining to be processed, as 
determined at step 87, the highest bid la selected 98 to be checked. If 



18 



CA #2293543 199l-ll-»3 



^^^^^ KT/Dgrr/oess 

the bid Is below the current price of the merchendise item, ea determined 
et 93, then the bid is msrked 99 unsuccessful. If the bid ie not below 
the current price, es determined st 93, then the bid Is checked 94 to see 
If the bid quentltv cen be sotisfled. If not, the bid Is msrked ss 
unsuccessful 99. If the bid quentlty cen be sstisfied, then the bid Is 
converted Into en order 155 et the current price of the Item end the 
item's quentlty remeinlng ia decremented 96. The bids remaining to be 
processed, as determined et 97, ere then checked and the steps of FIG. 
1 1 ere repeated. From time to time, the current price of the 
merchendise item mey be raised or lowered either by menual input from 
en operator 300 as shown in FIG. 1 or by sutometicelly using ttie 
'merkdown' festure described below with reference to HG. 14. 



nc. 13 iliustrmsa in more detail the step of determining if the bid 
quentlty can be sstisfied 94. If the bid quantity is determined to be less 
then the ovsUsbte quentlty of the merchendise Item et step 171, then the 
test is found setlsfied st step 174. If not, then the bid Is chscksd at 172 
to aee If the bidder b willing to eccept e reduced quentity. Preferebly, 
when piecing e bid, the bidder indicetes Its willingness to accept e pertiel 
quantity In the event thst en Insufficient quentlty of the Item is evellsble 
to satisfy the bid If successful. If the bidder is found willing to eccept e 
reduced quantity et 172, then the test Is found satisfied at 174. If not, 
the test fails at 173 and the bid is marked es unsuccessful st, for 
exemple, 99 In FIG. 9. 



The electronic euction system siso includes e 'morkdown^ festure, 
wherein the electronic auction system of the present invention swords 
merchandise to buyers who place orders st the currently posted selling 
price. The item remains on sale unttt ths avsilsble quentlty is purchased. 
If s certain ssles volume is not echieved in e specified period of time, the 
electronic euction system eutometic^ reduces the price by e set 
emount or e set percemege end updstes the merchendise catalog psgs 
eccordingty. Thto lower price encoureges buyers to teko advantage of 
the new price, if e certein seles volume Is exceeded in e specified period 
of time, the electronic eualon eystsm sutometicelly Increases the price 
by e set amount or a sot porcantags snd updstes ths merchendiss page 
eccordlngly. Thess eutomatic price changes sliow the system to 
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rwpond to market conditions while keaping tho prioos of tho 
merchandise as high as possible to the seller's benefit. 

FIG. 14 ttUjstrates the Markdown price adjustment feature 
5 whereby auction meneger 26, as shown In FIG. 4, pariodicolly edjusts 54 
the sales prices or minimum bid prices, of the merchendlae Items 
eccording to a predetermined schedule as shown in RG. 6. If more 
merchandise Items are found In the merchandise database at 181 « a 
merchandise Item is selected 183 for Markdown. If a Markdown event 

10 has occurred for the Item, as determined at 184, the Item's price Is 
edjusted 185 according to the schedule preset for the Individual Item. 
Altematively, the adjustment could be relative to prices offered for the 
merchandise. The merchandise item is then updated 186 in the database 
with the new sM price or minimum bid price. The steps of FIG. 14 are 

15 then repeated for each successive merchandise Item In the merchandise 
database. 

The electronic auction system of the present Invention preferably 
Inckidea a 'Proxy Blddktg' feature that may be epplled to any of the 

20 auction formats described ebove. FIG. 7 fully describes auction manager 
26 Including the Proxy Bidding feature. When Proxy Bidding Is 
employed, a bidder places a bid for the maximum amount tfiey ere 
wining to pey. The electronic euctlon system, however, only displays 
the amount necessary to win the Item up to the emount of the currently 

25 high proxy bids of other bidders. TypicaUy, the currently high bids 
display an amount that Is one bidding incremem ebove the second 
highest bid or bids, although a percentege above the aecond highest bids 
may be used es well. When e new bidder pieces a bid that Is above e 
currently displayed high bid, the proxy feature will. In general, cause the 

30 currently high bid to move up to an wnount higher then the new bid, up 
to the maximum amount of the currently high bidder's proxy bid. Once e 
new bidder places e bid In excess of the curremty high bidder's proxy 
bid, the new bid becomes the current Ngh bid end the previous high bid 
becomes the second highest bid. TMs feature ellows bidders to 

35 participate in the electronic euctlon without revealing to the other 

bidders the extent to which they are willing to Increase their bids, while 
meintalning control of their meximum bid without closely monitoring the 
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Wd-h.g. P.rt.dp«.on I. .n,.9«« .n «itom«.cUv *• "^-'''-^f 
bv the inventive sv«tem. The feeture juerentee. proxy bidden the 
poe.lble price up to . .pedfled m«.lmum without requirino 
frequent Inqulrlee es to the »i«e of the bidding. 

one eWlled In the ert to which the present Invention pertetow wUI 
«coanlM th« 8 wletv of different -.ctlon f orm«. m-y be Implrnnented 
^dXi to thoM d««ribed rt»ve. one .MHed m the ert will .Uk> 
^Z^^J^ the electronic euctton .y«en, of the pr«MH« U.««lon 
1^ . -Flowing Coeing Time" fe«ure whereby the 
p^bir .em to ««om«U»«y cloeed If no n«^ bid. « re-h-d wHhIn 
ap«d«t.rmlnedtlmeimen«l. Thit fe«ur« would typlcrtybe 
f„Z»"ted in . m«,ner -mller to th« used to clo« •u«^« «^ 
Tms. es ehown m step 63 •« FIG. 6. ThI. fe«ure forc«i 
«SL to occur within e «»orter »nount of time than would oth«wtee 
tr^c^d^.. bWder. «• -were th« the Item w«l «iton»dc.«y 

doIJ W no new bid. hmre been received In . timely menner. Thu.. 

tZl Z^^ incentive to «.y .cthre ^ the bidding P;-^2"Z 
of an hem before maximum, and mo« potentially winning. Mds 

tol to be euctloned during e period of time .Inc. e«^t ^^J^ 
^^dlng ««iv.ty ce««; the bidding period I. not ^'-^^^ 
length e. I. the cew when item cIom. at a pr««t dete «»d 
!S!^X«"g CU-Ing Time feature of the present Invention rnay be 
^* JI^ .^^ Tn «n|uLon with or Independ^rt of . fb«d do-lng 

A gwterd de«»lptlon of the prewnt Invention e. wen wa 
p„f.r:idCod.n«nt nf the preaent •-•"J-Jlllir 
ThoM dcllled inthe «t to wWch the pmaent J*^'"^^ 
. h« rtita to oractlce additional variation, m the method. 
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ehooMs winnlnfl bids aeeonllng to motwtary amount Included In the bid, 
preference for bida mey elao be determined according to time of 
submlsalon. quantity of merchandiae bid for. total bid value, or some 
other combination of theae charaetariatics. Accordingly, all such 
modifications and addhlona are deemed to be wlthm the scope of the 
Invention which is to be limited only by the claims appended hereto. 
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WhK Is otaHrad It: 

1. tn a computvr Mtwork •rablino communication b«t^^ 

5 hoit computer and a pbratity of romota biddari, an auction faifomnation 
tranamlaalon and procaaaing ayatam implamantad aa a eomputar prooram 
wUhln aaid boat and natworfc, said ayatam compriaino: 

pootmg meant for poatbig information acroat aald natworfc» tald 
informailon baing datortptkva of a tot avaUabIa for purehaaa; 
10 bidding maant avaiiabia to aald biddara for aubmltting a pkiraitty of 

Wda aerota aald natworli In raaponaa to taid Information; 

raoaiving maant for raoaMng a pturality of Mda aam acroaa tatd 
network by aaid phirattty of Uddart; and 

categorlilng maant for automatically catagorlzing aald bidt aa 
1 5 tucoataful or untuccatafui. 

2. Tha ayatam of daim 1 wharain aald poating maant Indudaa a 
marchandlta catalog paga ganarator. 

20 3. Tna ayatam of dalm 1 wharoln aald rooalving maant includaa a 

bM atoraga databata. 

4. Tha ayatam of dalm 1 wharain add catagorlzing maant 
Includaa maana for Incramantdty Incroatlng an unaucoaaaful bid in 
25 raaponaa to a aucoaatful Wd. 

6. Tha ayatam of dalm 1 further compriaing notifying maena for 
automaticdiy notifying aadi one of add biddara of tha category of thdr 
raapecclve Mda. 

30 

6. Tha ayatam Of daim B wherein add notifying meent Indudea 
meent for automaticdiy generating electronic mdl meaaagea. 

7. The ayatam of dalm B wherein add notifying meent Indudet 
3B meana for Indutfng a Uat of aueceaaflil Mda with add daeerlptlve 

Information* 
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8. The •vttom of dalm 6 wherain said notifying means Includes 
means for including a list of unsuccessful bids with said descriptive 
information. 



9. The system of claim 5 wherein said notifying means Includes 
means for including a list of successful and unsuccessful bids with said 
descriptive information. 



10. The system of claim 6 wherein said notlfytno meens includes 
means for accessing said Information and including at least a portion of 
said Information In a message to a bidder. 

1 1 . The system of daim 1 further comprising bid validation meens 
for validating the authenticity of each one of said bids. 

12. The system of claim 1 wherein sold categorizing means 
indudas means for comparing a first bid to a second bid and determining 
which of said first and second bids represents a greater monetary value. 

13. The system of daim 1 wherein said categorizing means 
indudes means for comparing the monetary value of each of said bids to 
a minimum bid. 



14. The system of daim 1 wherdn ssid categorizing means 
Includes means for determining whether a first one of sold bids is lower 
then a minimum bid, and if so, labeling said first bid as unsuccessful. 

15. The system of detm 1 wherein seld categorizing means 
indudes means for comparing a first time of submission of e first bid to 
a second time of submission of e second bid. 

16. The system of claim 1 wherein said categorizing means 
Includes means for comparing a first quantity of merchandise in a first 
bid to a second quemlty of merchandise In a second bid. 

17. The system of dalm 1 wherain said categorizing means 
Indudes means for comparing a first total value of a first bid to a second 
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total valu« of a second bid, wherain said first total value is comprised of 
a first merchandise quantity multiplied by a first price and said second 
total value is comprised of e second merchandise quantity multiplied by a 
aecond price. 

6 

18. In a computer networtc enabling communication between e 
host computer and a plurality of remote customers, an auction 
information transmission and processing system implemented as a 
computer progrem within seld host end rtetworlc, said system 

10 comprising: 

e merchandise detebase connected in communication with said 
host for storing merchandise information, said merchandise information 
being descriptive of a lot available for purchase by a customer; 

a bid database in communication with said host for storing bid 
1 5 information, said bid Information being descripth/e of a bid received from 
one of said remote customers; 

an auction manager implemented in said server and In 
communication with said databases; 

an electronic mall messenger in communication with aald auction 
20 manager and said bid database; 

a bid validator, including means for receiving bids from seld 
customers, connected to said auction manager and In communication 
with said bid database; 

wherein said auction manager induces s customer to bid across 
25 aald networic on a lot of nnerchendlse by posting s descriptive 

merchandise catalog page contetning data from aald merchandise 
database, said customer views scross aald networic ssid catalog page 
end sends a bid to said bid validator across said network, said bid 
validator determines whether sold bid is valid, said bid database stores 
30 said bid, seld auction manager determines whether said bid is successful, 
and said electronic mail messenger notifies said customer whether said 
customer's bid wes determined to be successful by seld bid manager. 

19. The system of cletm 18 wherein said auction manager 
35 inctudea: 

means for opening a lot to bidding by said customers acrors 
aald network at a predetermined tinne; 
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maans for sutomatlca!ly dotlne said lot from bidding in 
response to bidding activity for said lot. 

20. The system of daim 18 wherein said auction manager 
includes: 

means for adjusting said Information contained in said 
merchandise database. 

21 . The system of daim 18 wherein said adjusted information is a 
minimum price set for said lot. 

22. In a computer networtc enebling communication between a 
host computer end a plurality of remote uidders, a method of 
transmitting and processing auction Infonmation implemented as a 
computer program within said host and network^ said method comprising 
the steps of: 

posting information across said network, said Information being 
descriptive of a lot available for purchese; 

submitting a plurality of bids across said network In response to 
said information; 

receh^lng sold plurality of bids sem across said networtc by said 
plurality of bidders; and 

automatically categorizing aald bids as successful or unsuccessful. 

23. The method of daim 22 wherein said posting step includes 
generation of a merchandise catalog page. 

24. The method of claim 22 wherein said receh^lng step includes 
storing said bids In a bid storage database. 

25. The method of claim 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing etep Indudes incrementally Increesing en unaucceasful bid in 
response to a auccessful bid. 

26. The method of daim 22 further compriaing automstictfly 
notifying eech one of aald biddera of the category of their respective 
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27. Th0 method of claim 26 wherein said automatteaUy notifying 
atap Includes oeneratlng electronic mail messegas. 

28. The method of claim 26 wherein said automatically notifying 
6 step includes Including e list of suecesafbi bids whh said descriptive 

information. 

29. The method of deim 26 wherein said automatically notifying 
step Includes including a list of unsuccessful bids with said descriptive 

10 information. 

30. The method of dalm 26 wherein said automatlcaily notifying 
step Includes Including a list of successful and unsuccessful bids wfth 
said descriptive information. 

15 

31 The method of daim 26 wherein aaid automatically notifying 
step Includes accessing said information and including at least a portion 
of said Information In a message to e bidder. 

20 32. The method of dalm 22 further comprising vatidattng the 

authenticity of seid bids. 

33. The method of delm 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step indudes comparing a first bid to a aecond bid and 

25 detarminirtg wNch of said first and second bids is greater. 

34. The method of dalm 22 wherein said automatically 
categoriztng step indudes compering each one of sdd bids to a minimum 
bid and determining which is greater. 
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35. The method of daim 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step includes detenminlng wttether e first one of said bids is 
lower tfien e minimum bid, end If so, labeling said first bid as 
unsucceaafui. 
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36. The method of daim 22 vwharain uld autematteailv 
eetegeriting atep mdudea comperlno a flret time of submlMlon of e firat 
bid to a second time of submlstion of a second bid. 

37. The method of delm 22 wherein said automailceilv 
cateooritlng step includes eompering a first quantity of merchandise In a 
firat bid to a second quentity of merehandiae In a second bid. 

38. The method of cWm 22 wfherain said automatically 
categoriting etep Includes compertaB a first total value of a first bid to a 
second total waKie of a second bid, wherein said fbat total value is 
comprised of a first merehandiae quantiiy multiplied by a first price and 
said second total vakie is coniprised of a second merehandiae quantity 
multiplied by a second price. 

39. TliB method of dalm 22 wherein aald automatically 
cateBortaIng step Includes: 

sorting said plurality of bWs according to bid value; 

sotting a minimum required bid value for aald bids; 

selecting a first bid from a first bidder, ssid first bid hoving a 
highest bid value of said plurality of bids; 

comparing ssid first bid value to said minimum required value: 

If said value of said first bid la below said minimum required value, 
eategoriiing said first bid as unsuccessful; 

If said value of said first bid Is not below seid minimum required 
value, comparing a quantity of Items bid for In aald finrt bid to a quantity 
available: and 

H said quantity of Items bid for is not above said quantity 
available, categorizing said firat bid as aueceasful. 

40. The method of dalm 39 wherein aald bid value oomprisas a 
price bid for a single Item. 

41. The method of dalm 39 wherdn aald Wd value comprises said 
quantity of Items bM for. 
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42 The mettiod of dalm 39 whertin said bid value oomprisas said 
quamtty of »tams bid for muttlpHad by a price bid for each Item. 

43. The method of dalm 39 wherein eaid minimum bid value Is 
about zero. 

44. The method of cialm 39 further comprising. If said quantity of 
Items bid for Is above seld quentlty available, categorizing said first bid 
as unsuccessful. 

46. The method of claim 39 further comprising. If said quantity of 
items bid for is above said quantity available, checking said bid for 
penniaaion to substitute a quantity not above said quantity avaUabie. 

46. The method of claim 39 further comprising marldng a first 
successful bid as a minimum winning bid. said first successful bid having 
a lowest bid value among e plurelity of successful bids. 

47. The method of dalm 39 further comprising msricing a first 
successful bid for e first quentlty of Items as a minimum winning bid for 
said first quantity, said first successful bid having a lowest bid value 
among a plurality of successful bids for at least said first quantity of 
items. 

48. The method of daim 22 wherein said automatically 
categorizing step includes: 

setting a minimum required bid value for said bids; 
selecting a first bid from a first bidder having a first bid value; 
compering said first bid value to said minimum required value; 
If eeid first bid value Is not below said minimum required value, 
categorizing said first bid as auccessful. 

49. The method of dalm 48, further comprising: 

comparing a quantity of items bid for in ssid first bid to s quantfty 
availeble and if said quantity bid for Is above eaid quantity evallable, 
categorizing said first bid as unsuccessful. 
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80. The method of claim 49. further eomprieino: 
if eaid quantity of (terns bid for Is not above said quamtty 
avitilable. categorizino said first bid as successful. 



61. The method of daim 48, further comprising: 
comparino a quantity of Items bid for in said first Md to a quantity 
avaOable and If said quantity of Items bid for is above said quantity 
availabie. checking said bid for permission to substitute a quantity not 
above said quantity available. 



82. The method of claim 48 further comprising resetting said 
minimum required bid, and if said first bid value is not below said rei 
minimum required value, categorizing said first bid as successful. 
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CordlMi lO-Chaimel rbone Model 3400 




1996 1:00 PST. 



List Price: 5129.95 
Hininum Bid: $1.00 
Bid Incremenc: $2.00 
Quanticy Available: 16 

Auction closes on Fri Mar 29, 
Sales Foraat: Dutch Auction 

The cocreat high bidders are: 

SKY of Reno, HV, Tue Mar 26. 3:27 pm («5.00, I) 
PM of Petersburg. VA, lue Har 26, 4:18 F» <5>9;00; >i ^ 

□ ka of Corinth, Tl, Tue Mar 26. 3:43 (S17.00, I): •'FOR THE WIFE" 
□mh of Grand Prairie, TX, Tue Mar 26, 4:24 po ($17.00, 1) 

L RD of Ca^ridge, MA. Tue Mar 26. 2:43 ($15.00, 1) 
tJBC of St Laurent. PQ, Tue Mar 26, 2:52 pm ($15.00, 1) 

8JF of Scranton, PA, Tue Mar 26. 2:59 |ib ($15.00, I) 
CC of Evansville, IH, Tue Mar 26. 3:01 po ($15.00, I) 
BP of ColuBbla, SC. Tue Mar 26, 3:12 pa ($15.00, 2) 

□ lR of Gainesville, FL, Tue Mar 26, 3:40 pa ($15.00, I) 
□rR of Washington, HC, Tue Mar 26. 3:15 pm ($13.00, I) 
UFW of University Park. PA. Tue Mar 26. 4:29 ($9.00, 1) 

□ dB of Evansville, IH, Tue Mar 26, 2:45 pm ($5.00, <> 

□ SK of Goshen. KY, Tue Mar 26, 2:59 po ($5.00, 2 out of 16) 

Icen 11918. 

Tbis Factory Racooditioned Cordleaa Fbooa Model 5400 7e£Curea: 
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Cordless lO-Chaanel Rione IMel 5400 



NOTICE: It is s violstion of Isw to askc bids in s false nsme or with 
an invslid credic csrd, even if cbe software initially accepts such a 
bid. Please be aware Chat even if you do not give us your real naas, 
your web browser transmits a unique internet address to us, which csn 
be used by low enforcenent officisls cn identify you. 

Miniraua Bid: $1.00 
Bid incresient: $2.00 

Bid (price not to exceed): 
Qusntity; 

The quantity you request mmy not always be avaHable. Click here if you 
are not willing to accept a reduced quantity. Q 

Applicable sales tax, if any, will be added to your order . 



If you enter your ONSALE account nuaber, you only need to enter your 
first name (for security) in the Shipping Address area below. 

Account Huaber: (Optional) 
Shipping Address: 
First Naae: 
Laat Maae: 
Streel t : 
Street2: 
City: 

State/Frovince: 
Zip Code: 
(^untry: 
Eaail Address: 
Dsytine Phons: 
Nighttime Phone: 

FAX: 

Your credic card number is required to quarantee your bid. Your card will 
not be charged unless your bid is successful. Only Vita and MasterCsrd 
cards arc accepted. 

Credic Card f: 
Expiree ion Date: Month (e.g. "07'*} Year 

(Optional) Credit cerd billing address if different from shipping 
address : 

Name as on Card: 
Screet I : 
Streec2: 
City: 

State /Province: 
Zip Code: 
Country : 



(Optional) You can enter a co 

nc 



snt for display on screen with your bid. 




2^ PLACE BlDl I CLEAR FORMI 
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